
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
AMBERLEY VILLAGE COUNCIL 

MONDAY, MAY 10, 2010 
 

The Council of Amberley Village, Ohio met in a regular session at the Amberley Village 
Hall, 7149 Ridge Road on MONDAY, MAY 10, 2010 at 7:30 P.M.  Mayor Merrie 
Stillpass called the meeting to order.  The following roll call was taken: 
 
PRESENT: ALSO PRESENT: ABSENT: 
Jon Chaiken Bernie Boraten, Village Manager  
Fran Cohen Jack Monahan, Police/Fire Chief   
Peg Conway 
Ed Hattenbach 

Rick Kay, Village Treasurer 
Kevin Frank, Village Solicitor 

 

Louis Katz Kathy Harcourt, Acting Clerk of Council  
Leslie McIntosh   
Merrie Stillpass   
   
Mayor Merrie Stillpass welcomed everyone to the regularly scheduled meeting of the 
Amberley Village Council, and led those in attendance through the pledge of allegiance.   
 
MINUTES 
Mayor Stillpass presented the minutes of the April 12, 2010, regular meeting and asked 
if there were any corrections or additions.  Mr. Katz requested an amendment to the 
report of the Streets, Public Utilities & Sewers Committee.  He stated that in addition to 
the $1,039,000 in grant money received for the project, $124,000 in pre-project 
engineering and preparation costs were paid by the Village and should be reflected in 
the record.    There being no objections, Mayor Stillpass stated that the minutes shall be 
amended.  Mayor Stillpass asked if there were any other corrections or additions.  
There being none, Mayor Stillpass stated that the minutes stand approved as amended. 
 
FINANCE REPORT 
Mr. Boraten presented the April, 2010 Finance Report (copy attached).  Mayor Stillpass 
asked if there were any questions.  Mayor Stillpass announced that the finance report 
would be filed as received. 
 
RESIDENTS TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 
Mr. Dave Peters, resident at 7100 Willowbrook Lane, asked to address council as a 
follow-up to a discussion with Jon Chaiken concerning the Willowbrook Creek project.  
While he understands that this could be a long term project that would include a better 
design for the creek, he is concerned that he has heard nothing about the project since 
last year.  He has particular concerns that he wished to bring to the attention of Council.  
There is an area of erosion spanning part of his property and the Bickel property next 
door at 7102 Willowbrook Lane.  It has created an area that holds standing water 365 
days a year.  Beyond esthetics, he has health concerns—the water could generate 
mosquito born viruses as reported in Anderson Township last summer.  He asked that 
the Storm Water Utility or the Streets, Public Utilities & Sewers committee put forth 
some proposal for the properties to be dredged and have rip-rap or river rock put there 
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for erosion control until such time that a more permanent, flood control solution could be 
found.  As an addition he mentioned that he had done some research and felt that part 
of the problem was the varying sizes of culverts under the driveways on the street. 
 
Mayor Stillpass thanked Mr. Peters and said that his concerns would be taken under 
advisement.  Mr. Katz asked for clarification as to whether this would be studied by 
Council or the Streets, Public Utilities & Sewers Committee.  Mayor Stillpass stated it 
would be turned over to the Committee. 
 
At this point Mr. Chaiken explained to Mr. Peters that the Storm Water Utility—made up 
of a Council Member, a business owner and two residents—meets on a quarterly basis 
to consider potential projects throughout the Village and the Streets, Public Utilities & 
Sewers Committee meets 6 to 8 times a year.  At one point the Storm Water Utility had 
suggested a major flood control project in this area.  It required numerous easements 
and owner support for implementation.  When support fell short it evolved into an 
erosion control project.  The Village is expecting a report from the Village engineer 
within the next 30-45 days regarding some of the issues raised tonight.  At that time 
they will consider what can be done about the problem. 
 
Mr. Katz asked Mr. Chaiken to verify that, indeed, there had been a flood control project 
designed but it was not implemented because they could not obtain the necessary 
easements.  Mr. Chaiken concurred.  Mr. Katz suggested to Mr. Peters that he obtain a 
copy of the proposed project and try to help the Village get the support they need to get 
the project done. 
 
Mr. Peters asked how projects are prioritized once they are identified.  Mr. Chaiken 
explained that the Utility looked at cost, ability to obtain required easements and overall 
ease of completion. 
 
Mr. Albert Lane, resident at 7200 Fair Oaks Drive, requested to address council 
regarding the expansion of the parking area at the Mayerson Jewish Community 
Center.  He also touched upon the installation of underground utilities on major roads in 
the Village and how Village storm water funds are expended.  He asked that the entire 
text of the speech he gave be included as part of the public record (copy attached). 
 
At the end of Mr. Lane’s comments, Mr. Katz emphasized the point that, while Mr. Lane 
does not like how zoning issues are announced to the community, notice requirements 
as listed in the Amberley Village Code of Ordinances in section 154.64 are being 
observed.  These requirements are also in accord with state statute.  Announcements 
are posted on each of the Village posting boards as well as the Village website.  If 
residents are interested they can then come and get additional information. 
 
Mayor Stillpass thanked Mr. Lane for his comments. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
PUBLIC OUTREACH 
Mrs. Conway presented, read and moved to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2010-06, 
RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING EDITORIAL APPROVAL PROCESS FOR AMBERLEY 
VILLAGE WEBSITE, NEWSLETTER AND COMMUNITY SAFE SYSTEM.  Seconded 
by Mr. Hattenbach and the roll call showed the following vote:   
 
AYE:  Chaiken, Cohen, Conway, Hattenbach, Katz, McIntosh, Stillpass (7) 
NAY:           (0) 
ABSENT:            (0) 
 
 
 
STREETS, PUBLIC UTILITIES & SEWERS 
Mr. Chaiken pointed out that notification for the May 5 Streets Committee meeting was 
available on the Village website, complete with all topics that were to be discussed. 
 
One topic that was tabled by the committee was the adoption of the Hamilton County 
Storm Water District Rules & Regulations.  The committee requested that prior to 
adoption it be reviewed by the Village Manager as well as the Village Solicitor to make 
sure the language agrees with the Village code. 
 
Mr. Chaiken presented, read and moved to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2010-05, 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO CONTRACT WITH 
SUNESIS CONSTRUCTION FOR RESTORATION ON ARACOMA FOREST DRIVE 
AS IT RELATES TO THE STORM WATER REPLACEMENT PROJECT.  Seconded by 
Mrs. Cohen and the roll call showed the following vote:   
 
AYE:  Chaiken, Cohen, Conway, Hattenbach, Katz, McIntosh, Stillpass (7) 
NAY:           (0) 
ABSENT:            (0) 
 
Mr. Chaiken presented, read and moved to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2010-07, 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO AWARD A CONTRACT 
TO BROSHEAR CONTRACTORS FOR STORM WATER DRAINAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS.  Seconded by Mr. Katz and the roll call showed the following vote:   
 
AYE:  Chaiken, Cohen, Conway, Hattenbach, Katz, McIntosh, Stillpass (7) 
NAY:           (0) 
ABSENT:            (0) 
 
Mr. Chaiken explained that this contract would cover work to be done on Section Road, 
Fair Acres Lane, Beechlands and East Beechlands. 
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Mrs. Conway asked what the timeframe was for completion of the Galbraith Road 
project.  Mr. Boraten explained that the Amberley portion of the contract was scheduled 
to begin in mid-June and may continue until September.  Mayor Stillpass asked if road 
closures and road delays caused by the various jobs would be posted to the Village 
website.  Mr. Boraten assured her this would be done. 
 
HEALTH, EDUCATION & WELFARE 
Ms. McIntosh reported that the renovated tennis courts at the Amberley Green are now 
available for use by Village residents.  Key cards are $25 and work both at the 
Amberley Green and Village Hall tennis courts.  Ms. McIntosh reminded everyone that 
the Mount Notre Dame tennis team has priority use at the Amberley Green courts. 
 
The Backyard Lecture Series continued on April 17 with lectures on the management of 
coyotes and geese by two professors from The Ohio State University.  The event was 
well attended and the speakers were very knowledgeable.  The portion of the program 
about geese was filmed by Lt. Caudill.  If anyone is interested in viewing the lecture, Ms. 
McIntosh would be willing to help coordinate the event.  
 
Ms. McIntosh stated that the Village has been notified by the Cincinnati Park Board that 
they intend to implement a bow hunting program in French Park during the 2010-2011 
bow hunting season. Some parts of the park may be closed during that time.  The 
Cincinnati Park Board owns and maintains French Park.  At the Park Board’s last count 
there were 54 deer in the .4 square mile that makes up the park.  ODNR recommends 
not more than 15 to 20 deer per square mile.  The park board has done damage 
surveys that show that the overabundance of deer adversely affected the trees and 
other vegetation in the park.    This will be the topic of the next Health, Education & 
Welfare Committee meeting on Thursday, May 27 at 4pm. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP   
Ms. McIntosh announced that, while the weather was not the best, Arbor Day was a 
great success.  Despite the rain, much of the front island planting was accomplished.  
The Cincinnati Park Board, with the help of some U.C. students cut back the 
honeysuckle and mulched the trees on the east side of Ridge Road.  Flower beds were 
planted in French Park.  Mike Adams from JF New instructed the group on maintaining 
a rain garden, showing how to clear the rain garden of invasive plants.  The Girl Scout 
troop in attendance has agreed to help maintain the rain garden.  Bones of Cincinnatus, 
a trombone quartet, donated their services as the afternoon’s entertainment.  Mitzi Miller 
had the history room open and reported a better than average crowd.  The confidential 
document shredding was a great success.  Three tons of paper was shredded.  Sixteen 
tires were collected in conjunction with Keep Cincinnati Beautiful. 
 
Ms. McIntosh read a long list of various people thanking them for their contributions to 
making the day a success.  She announced that the next meeting of the Environmental 
Stewardship Committee would take place Monday, May 24 at 7:30pm.   
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Since Arbor Day, a group of volunteers led by Jeanette McCarthy have continued the 
work of planting the front island.  They hope to complete it in the very near future. 
 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Stillpass reported that Scott Wolf, chair of the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) 
studying the Amberley Green, would report on what was investigated and discussed by 
the CAC at the June council meeting. 
 
Mayor Stillpass attended a roundtable discussion on April 23 with U.S. Senator Sherrod 
Brown.  Mayors from twelve communities were invited to take part in the discussion.  
The Senator requested information on what issues were of concern to the communities 
and what the communities are looking for from the government.  
 
On April 29, Mayor Stillpass attended a First Suburbs meeting in Silverton.  At the 
meeting plans were announced for a Neighborhood Fair in the fall.  Tables would be 
available to showcase information on member suburbs—housing stock, business 
opportunities and land development potential.  The proposed location is the Cintas 
Center.  More information with be forthcoming. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
Mr. Boraten reported that the bulk of his report dealt with the Galbraith Road project that 
should begin in mid June and which had been covered earlier in the meeting. 
 
The Manager reported that with the coming of spring the Village has been very busy 
notifying residents of property maintenance issues.  The major issue at this time is high 
grass and weeds. 
 
Jon Chaiken interjected at this point that residents should be reminded of the fact that 
the Service Department only collects brush generated by residents.  If the resident 
contracts with a professional service, that service is expected to dispose of all debris.   
 
CHIEF’S REPORT 
Chief Monahan reported that Police Memorial Week was May 9 to 15 and May 10 was 
declared Police Memorial Day.  One hundred forty five officers lost their lives in the U.S. 
in the last twelve months.  Three officers were shot in the Cincinnati area.  All 
recovered. 
 
The chief stated that storm season—tornado season—is now here.  He reminded 
residents to seek proper shelter when severe weather conditions exist.   He referred 
everyone to an excellent article in the current Village Newsletter on this topic. 
 
He asked that anyone who plans to play tennis at the Amberley Green remember to 
pick up a car sticker at the Public Safety window at Village Hall. 
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Mr. Katz asked Chief Monahan to reiterate to residents the correct plan of action in the 
case of power outages.  The chief asked that residents contact Duke Energy rather than 
the Village dispatcher.  He asked that residents remember that there is normally only 
one dispatcher.  The number of calls made to Village Hall in these situations is 
overwhelming and it makes it difficult for the dispatchers to deal with true emergencies.   
 
 
Mayor Stillpass stated that there being no other business the meeting was adjourned.   
 
 

_______________________________ 
      Kathy Harcourt, Acting Clerk of Council 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mayor Merrie Stillpass 
 


